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WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that $1 million for the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA)                is included in the final version of the FY '01 Transportation Appropriations                Bill. The money will be used to install automatic voice annunciation                and visual display equipment in PVTA's fleet of 177 buses.

               Olver said, "PVTA's planned improvements will guarantee equal                access for individuals with disabilities. We have a responsibility                to make sure that everyone has access to public transportation,                and soon PVTA's buses will comply fully with the Americans with                Disabilities Act [ADA]."

               The Americans with Disability Act (ADA) requires public transportation                to be accessible and usable to people with disabilities.

               Rep. Olver is a member of the Appropriations subcommittee on Transportation                and worked to include the funding in the House-Senate reconciled                version of the Transportation Appropriations bill. Through his position                on the Appropriations Committee, Olver was able to secure close                to $8 million in Transportation earmarks for the 1st Congressional                District. The bill is expected to pass the House and the Senate                this week.

               "Having quality, accessible public transportation is essential                to maintaining a vibrant, economically successful community,"                Olver added.

               Currently, the onus falls on PVTA bus drivers to verbally announce                each stop. With an automated system there will be an announcement                and visual display describing the buses' location, in addition to                periodic announcements of the bus line letting riders know that                they are on the right line. The announcement will also be heard                on a speaker outside the bus.

               Also included in the FY '01 Transportation appropriations bill is                language that requires Mass Highway to begin construction on transportation                projects around the state. The legislation requires the state to                spend at least $400 million in construction on projects outside                of the Central Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel Project. If the state                doesn't spend $400 million on such other projects, federal funds                for the Big Dig can be cut off.

               "If this language has its desired effect, transportation projects                in Central and Western Massachusetts will finally start to move,"                 Olver said.
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